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•^ MATTH. vii. 12. 

^therefore ail things wbatfoeverye would 
that menjhould do toyouy do ye even 
Jo to them: For this is the Law and 
■ the Prophets. 




!( H E few Words I have read to 
I you contain the moft com- 
\ pleat as well as the moft ufe- 
, ful and inAruftive Le0bn of 
I Morality that was ever deli- 
Vered to the World. Perfcftion and Happi- 
nefs are rather to be met with in the Scheme^ 
and Theories, than in the Praftice of Man- 
kind. But io much is certain, that nothing 
would bid fairer for them, than the univer- 
&1 Prevalency of this Chriftian Precept. 



Which, 
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Which, by obliging feVfery Man to do a£ 
jbe wo Id be done by, would banifli Opprcf-* 
£on, Injuflice/ whatever breaks in uponthd 
Rights and t'roperties of other Men^ what- 
ever carries the Appearance of an har(h and. 
offend ve, or even a difobliging Thing : And 
on the contrary, would throughout the 
whole of the IntercourJfe of Offices which 
they have ivith each bther, introduce fuch a 
human and friendly Difpofitidn towards all 
Men, as muft lay the tfu e, and only lafting 
Foundation of that good Agreement and 
Harmbny amongft them, which is fo much 
wanting. And which, whercvef it is, inuft 
give a truly happy Turn to Society j muft 
make it productive of all the Advantages/ 
which by our united Hearts and Endea-i 
vours, we arc capable of procuring to each i 
other. 

... . . ... 

I queftion not^ but you all underftand the 

Meaning of the Words. I fhall not, under 
pretence of explaining them, give you any 
of my (ywn in their Room. If I did, they 
Would not, they could not be any plainer^ 
However there are fome Difficulties, which 
attend the Rule, and which muft be clear'd 

before 
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before it can be made ufeful and pradi- 
cable. 

Thefe I (hall In the firft Place endeavour 
to remove ; and then proceed to lay before 
y6u fome Motives to the Practice of it. 

Firji^ I iam to endeavour to clear the Dif- 
ficulties v^hich. attend the Rule. 

Thefe arife from the Generality of the 
Words, All Things whatfocver, &€. For if 
all or any of our Defires, be they what they 
will, are to be the Meafure by which we are 
to be determined in what we are to do to 
others: The Kule fo underftood, will be 
found in fome Cafes to be unjufty and in fome 
to be altogether imprafticable. For In- 
ftance; in Judicial Proceedings, were the 
Cries and Importunities of the Criminal to 
be regarded rather than f hofe of Jufticc, bc- 
caufe thofe,^ who prefide in them, in the 
iame unhappy Circumftances, would be fura 
alike to "petition for Iftipunity : Here what is 
unjuf): would be pradifed. So again in the 
other Rcfped; when we go to Law with 
any Perfon, we naturally defire that others 
would not give the Caufe againft us: And 

B on 
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on the other hand, turning the Tables, we 
^s naturally defire, where we fee juft Reafon 
for it, that we be left at Liberty to deter-» 
mine againft them. Now make our Defires 
the Standard here , and the Rule will be 
impraSikabley for we defire a ContradiBion^ 
Now this being fo, the Rule cannot be fup- 
pofed to intend any fuch Thing, to oblige us 
in one Cafe to what is impraSlicable^ or in 
the other to what is uniuji. 

Commoh Senfe, and the Reafon of Things, 
naturally lead us to except fuch Cafes as 
thefe, and wc readily underftand the Words 
before us, with thefe Limitations, that we 
are in all Cafes to do as we would be done 
by, unlefs where the Thing is evidently un^ 
lawfuh or J^ fome Refpedt or other abfurd 
and unrenfonable, Thus, to produce a Pa- 
rallel Tnftance; Children are commanded to 
obey- their Parents in all things-, and yet 
who €ver thought that there were no ex- 
cepted Cafes? Who ever imagin'd, (even if 
this -had not been ej^prefsly declar'd in Scrip- 
turej ) but that they wer€ to obey God ra-^ 
ther than Man : And where his Laws inter- 
fered, to difobey Parents or any others, 

whom 
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^honA in the fame general Words they fnight 
be commanded to obey; 

If thferefbre we are in genefal to do. as ijoi 
ourfelves define to ht done by \ it is plain 
fueh of our Defires only, are referred to, as 
are lawful j fuch as have fome Foundation in 
Equity and Kight Reafon.i fuch, in Ihort, as 
cannot be refufed without intrenching in 
fome Refpedtj fome Degree or other , on 
what the Laws of Society or Humanity re*- 
quire of U84 

It may be afk'd here. What then is becomei 
of this fo much magnify'd, this golden i?«/^ f' 
Or what is there fo very extraordinary in itj 
fince at this rate it implies nothing more 
than this obvious Truth, that in all our Deal- 
ings with others we are to be guided by 
Reafon? 

For if this is all the.Light we receive froiH 
it, even when we have comply'd with it', ftill 
we are not to be determined by what we 
would they (hould do to us, but by the Rights 
the Equity of the Cafe ; now of this Reafoji 
Drily dan judge 5 Reafon therefore, and not 

B 2 thi^ 
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this RuU^ is what in fuqh Cafes mti^ ultl^ 
mately be our Guide. . 

I anfwer ; that tho* it is certain that Rea-^ 
Jbn^ ^s the fo'Vereign Faculty in us, ought ever 
to he our Guide, nor can we aft up to the 
jiift Dignity of our Nature without finally 
appealing to. it, both in this and in all other 
Mspttisrs whatever 5 yet it is like wife a& cer* 
tain, that without the Help of this Rule k 
■will frequently be. but of little Service to us. 
It is a Miftake to imagine, that Reafon, with- 
out a proper Care to guard it againft the un- 
due Influence of Paflion and Intereft, is a fof- 

• • • • ' 

ficient Security againft unjuft and iniquitous 

Behaviour towards other Men ; without 
fome Care of this kind. Where their Interefts 
interfere and come in competition with oijr 
own, if * Reafon ads any Part at all, it is 
ufually a very unfair one 5 inftead of inform- 
ing us what is our Duty, it ferves only to ex- 
plain it away 5 inftead of leading us into 
what is right, it carries us further from it j 
it finds out Pretences for our doing what is 

wrong, 

* By Reafon I would be underftood to mean the Faculty 
of Reafon, which may be exercisM rightly or corruptly ; and 
I think myfelf juflify'd in fuch Ufc of the Word from Mr* 
Lock^ Woolajioriy and others. 



An Affize-Sermon^ 1 3 

wrong, P\pas to juftify it when done. Who 
ba» not often obferv'd that Men reafon very 
differently in their own Cafe from what thejr 
do in that of other Men ? If we do not £» 
this in ourfelves, we fee it plainly enough in 
others ; and every Man is apt to obferve an4 
wonder in another's Cafe, that he himfclf 
Ihould not fee what is fo very plain: Th« 
Obfervation holds fo generally, that a fupe^ 
rior Underftanding, whatever difference k 
may make in other Refpedts, hardly makdai 
any at all in this ; or if it does, it is only fiar 
the worfe, as it renders Men but the abler 
in the PraiSice of fuch Partiality and Un- 
j&irneis« 



I obferve ftirther; a very great Part of 
that Branch of our Behaviour which regards 
other Men, cannot exadly be marked out, 
within any certain and definite Bounds. The' 
there is a fair and an unfair Parr, an equita- 
ble, and an iniquitous one \ ( fcarce any one 
is fo hardy as to deny this in general ) yet ia 
the particular Inftances they frequently run 
the one into the other in fo imperceptible a 
mann*, that where they either of them be- 
gin or end, it is hardly poffible to fay^ 
Now becaufe in fuch Cafes, what is right 

or 
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or wrong cannot exadtly, and juft to a Poiflt 
be defin'd (as diftindt particular Crimes may) 
this gives a Latitude, which Reafon under 
corrupt Influence too commonly abufes ; 
ibmetimes it enlarges it to that degree^ as td 
give Admittance to the moft flagrant Wic-»- 
kednefs : I inflance in Oppreflion y Can any 
thing be more wicked, more diredly oppo^ 
fite to Humanity than opprefling our Fellow-^ 
Creatures ? Yet wicked and inhuman as this 
is, it is no new thing for the Powerful to 
find out Reafons to reconcile even very grofs 
Inftances of it to themfelves; it is well if 
Superiority itfelf is not fometimcs thought a 
Reafon; as bad a one as it is, it very often is 
the beft. Power is conftru'd into Right ; and 
becaufe it cannot with exaft Certainty be 
determined where what is fliridly juft ends, 
and what is oppreffive begins, hardly any 
Ufage is allow'd to be fo bad as to deferve 
the Name of Oppreflion. What I mean by 
this, is only to (hew thsit Reafon y tho' the 
higheft and moft important Faculty of 01 
Minds, in frequent Inftances being thus mac 
the Tool of a corrupt Partiality, on this z\ 
count needs fome Support againft that felfi' 
Principle, which thus mifleads and perv 
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Now can there be a better, has the 
Wit of Man, has either Religion or Phi^ 
hfopby fuggefted any better than the Chri- 
ftian Precept before us fupplies us with? 
To fubftitute our felves in the Place and 
Circumftances of every Mart with whom we 
have to do; or others in our Place and Cir- 
cumftances j and then to obferve in what 
Light Things preferit themfelves to us ; what 
appears to us to be the fair and equal Thing, 
when by the Advantage of fuch a Change of 
Situation, the Cafe becomes as it were our 
own. More particularly to put the Quefti- 
on home to our felves. Is this or that a de- 
gree of Favour, which others, were they in 
my Circumftances, might fairly thallenge at 
my Hands ? Or on the other Hand, in Mat- 
ters of Right, to place our felves in their 
Circumftances, and to afk 5 Were this that I 
am now about doing to them, to be done to 
me, fhould I like it, (hould 1 be pleafcd and 
contented with it ? For thus the fame felfifh 
Principle, which before corrupted our Judg- 
ments, and inclined them too much one 
way, by applying the Rule in this manner, 
turns them as much the other. If before 
• Weight was caft into ope Scale, as much 

IS 
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is now thrown into the other. And by this 
Means we ar€ brought at laft to weigh 
Things in an equal Balance, to judge im* 
partially, even in Things that moft nearly 
concern us. For Inftance; If before^ we 
were tempted to trefpafs upon others for 
our Convenience: Making the Cafe our 
Qwn, we abhor fuch Partiality ; we can't 
bear that others fhould make a Convenience 

of U9» 

More particularly, if we are for making 
too free with Truth, in Inflances which 
Ijave an injurious Tendency, and hurt the 
Properties of other Men, we are far from 
thinking this allowable, when our own will 
fuffer by it. Then Truth is facred, it is'not 
to be made the Tool of private Intereft, 
and every the leaft Departure from it, when 
it is at the Expence of our own Rights, is 
feverely cehfur'd and condemn'd. So again^ 
when it ialls to our Share to have any Part 
in determining the Properties of others -y if 
we are for bearing too hard upon them, 
for ftraining a Point to their Prejudice ; it is 
but turning the Edge of our Decifions a- 
gainft our own Interefts, and fuppofing our 
felves the Parties aggrieved by fuch Prattice ; 

and 
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and we quickly not only feey but even feel 
the Iniquity of it. We then are nicely fen- 
fible of every little Approach towards fuch 
Unfairnefs. However the Boundaries of 
Right might feem eiilarg'd before, we now 
find them contraded within a much nar- 
rower Compafs. They, no longer admit of 
the fame Latitude ; * the very fame Line, 
v^hich, 'twas judged excufable, perhaps ju- 
ftifi:able to pafs before, is now not to be 
exceeded a Hairs-breadth. All beyond i& 
manifeft Partiality, downright Injury apd[ 

Injuftice, 

■» . » » • ^ ■ • 

Thus much to clear the DiffiGulties* 
which attend the l^ule^ and to (hew, j^he yfe-* 

fulnefs of it, . ' * 

• • • I ... 1*1 

• 
I come now to Idy before you fbme Mo- 
tives to the Pradticcbf it; to try if. by any 
Means I can perfuade!us all, aot 6n1y in the 
Inftances'I have been jneationing, tut in all 
others;, whatever our Station be, or what- 
everthe Patt we. arc to iQ,^ ftridtly to bring 
ourfelves to the Teft qf this Ruky never to 
lofe Sight of it, but upon all Occafichs to 
give conirant and undeniable Proofs 9f the 
feme juft, the fame human and equitable 

C Regard 
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!Jlegaf cl tp others, which we ourfelves defirc 
to meet with at their Hands. This we muft 
all own ourfelves indijfpenfibly oblig'd to by 
the Principles of ppr commpn Nature ; fof 
we cannot deny but that that is flill the 
fame^ notwithftandjng a|iy Shufflings of out- 
ward ponditipn, aoy accidental Difierencesi 
pf Fortune, whiqh giye oqcafipn injieed to a 
diverfifying of ^he Parts which different Mea 
are ofclig -H to aft pn this jarthly Stage, an4 
this top (let me add) for the Good of thq 
yrhple, ^n4 not of any particular Perfpn, but 
that is all ; uill human Nature is effentially 
the fame in every one of \is, from the great- 
eft Prince to the meaneft Peafant i and hence 
therefore it pcceflarily follows, thai there caix 
te noreflential difference in their Cafcs^ but 
that what is right for one under the fame 
Circumftance§, is equally and for ey^jj: right 
fpr anpther. It is on , this Equality o>f Mea 
hy Ndt^re; and becaufe (as the judicipus^ 
looker c}f prefles k) " thqfe things whi^h are 
*^ equal mvrft needs^ a^l have one Me^u/c,'^ 
that jthe rational Part of Mankind have. 
founded the great Maxims of y«/?/V^, and of 
all thofe Duties which ^e pwe ojp,9 to ano-: 
ther; and the foundation wh\ch is thus. 



Ah Afize-Serttiofi, i § 

aid, will ftand while Reafon iahd hirhiidi 
Nature continue the fattie; 

Btit if the Prinfcijrtes of oiir bbhitndh 1^^ 
Inire obiigfe us td hejujii equal, and impartial 
(to all McBi I am ftite thbfe of th^ RePigM 
Hfe profofe ciiforcfc thfe ftiU' ftirtRer tiftbil 

1 ■ . . . *k- , I * » *^ * " "^ *' f 
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; Ftsi'j iji the Natiig 6f\Gbd, vl^iiK ^i^t 
Face caii that 'Kt^ jiretend to'be lehriftian 
who has ndt^cbrtitrfcn'Hctofefty ?'fl>^?t%^ry 
en? tlMtTtamHi) dt Nteiik vf dbriJiUipafi 
from Iniquity ; let hifai at leaft, of all Men in 
the WclrKfi' at6id*'>n gl-bfs aftd l^ariaalous 
Diflioniftjr; and ii- fe .pfofeffcs' tO'bfcHfr^ 
that l?6d -^k'^all^diktt^v^' 'D&jr wherein his 
Will j(idgt\hc-Vftmi\ti-I(igbtmfHefii' let 
him iSiew lit^ Regard t6 the ' great jRrfZp of 
Rigbfeoafiiefe i let hift? 'ab-hbthih^ t» fcthttJs 
Which he waird-m'tBttfifchtriirelf ifafirly 

dealt With if ihfeydl(f ^hc^^.ra him?'W?«ii 
out this, Wi' ttidf 'cafl biWfeives' eKfift^s} 
fer what elfe we pleafe"; but in reafityj'sf ferrire 
Heathenj -whofe MbralS are gborf, anii*wh<» 
living up to the Light, be it kfs or mtjrt^ 
which Go<^ has giVen him, makes a Cbn- 
&ience • 6f doing Wrohg; is a much better 
••;.•■:••.• ,''-C'"a " •' ■ - Man'i 
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Man; and how much foever we may under- 
value him in refpedt of ourfelves as no Chri- 
ftian, which is nothing elfe but a Piece of 
Vanity and Narrowneft , which attends all 
Parties; for in fuch a Cafe it may, I think^ 
more properly be f^id pf. us that we are of a 
Party i than that indeed we enn^race the 
Chriftian Religion: I fay, how much foever 
we may undervalue fuch a one as no G&r/- 
jiianj^ 1^ is as much more fo, as ire^l Fads are 
before cflipty Words; as to praaife J^eligion 
is more propprly.^Ae Part, of a Chriftian, 
than merely, to make Profeffion of it. \« , , 

A - ■ . . ..»J A '•/«•> ij » ■ ■ ' I I I I . ! ' J. » . . I 

: . ..Moft; certainly* there JsLnothing;.ghreS;^fp 

^i ^. ;ftria, Integrity: apd:tl|orough Hoiiefty i 
t0 fay of him, ,t)iat . lie if^ ^ one. ,wJio d\x\y .and 
€pntfeientip,yfly makes; every Man's 'Qa^e. bis 
own % fhat he' is fuper xor to, all Temptations^ 
and thatn the whale' World cannot biais and 
corrupt him ^ wherever we meet with fuch 
a one,-.wepraifeaJ34fpeak^^^ Even 

m China or Turky his Reputation is the fame ; 
Men ftill have the fame Value for an honcfl: 
Man. 

Nay, I appeal to all who hear me, if this 

does not command a Refpedt, where there 

• 
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18 nothing clfe, no other Accomplifhmcnt 
whatever to recommend Men \ AcQomplifli* 
pient did I fay, where there is nothiqg but 
what excites Pity 5 for it makes a poor In^ 
dian^ even tho' he be the loweft and meaneft 
of his Species, both to be iov'd and valu'd by 
P5. On the contrary, without this great mar^ 
Virtue, at leaft in fome degree* .liQ. one jn any. 
Part of the; World, is ever, efteem'd a truly 
worthy Man. Let his^other QyaUficationslift 
what they will, if..he,is,yQid of:commoA 
Honeflyi if in his general Charadlcr he i& 
fartialy unrighteous^ and oppx'ejfiye^ hp isjfyr-o, 
to be purfu'd, foniptj^mes witj^, j^^^^ Contempt^ 
but al ways, vvith the Hatr^ &pj Deteftatioa 
of all that know mm. . .,;. . . ..• ... .-.„ 

»■» • »■ • • t 'X ■ •■■•_«. .a.r 

lit therefore the Common Sfnje' of, Manl 
/JiV carries apy thing of Weight. and Aim 

liiority along .with .it:-- -I^ th|pre 'is any. 

Regard, due tp the uniyerfal Ycr<ii<3: of Hu« 

_#,■, ^'.a -a ..* -#h>aa<l , aaa 

man Nature j let us cautioufly. avoid doins 
any Thing whereby we may JufUy forfeit 
the Charader of honeft Men. . Let us con- 
iidcr, when at any* time we are tempted to 
injure others, either in the way of Violence, 
by Afts of Power of any Kindi ( I mean 
fuch as have Power only, and not Right to 

juftify 
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jbftify thctfj J ) or by FiTrfW, By any ttifcslH 
Artifice whatever to oVeri-reftch, to tritfc 
fticm out of their Prbjjehies. tven though 
tvt cover our Iniquity With tn6^^ Kame and 
Appcaratidc of LaW; for certkiwiy InjUftice iS 
not extenuited by this GifCUmftance, thii? 
iSc cbmes frott a Qliftttct y^YMi otght to 

jpfbted Men frorii iti' that it tUhi$' the Means 
ttf bui^ Defeiite and Security' Ihto an Ihfttd- 
^mtfk of p|5j>i«flibn j t^Heiii T lay, v^ at6 
tfeioipted irithi^ manner td^/tor^Wothersi td* 
iake Advantaged df thdm in/yadgment; in 
Cbiifitierite (f btitf Inteteft^ 8tir Weilth> 
oiir greatet Kridwiedge ^ttd Experience j df^ 
In flioft, of the bf)fpbrttlnkie6 of any kifid; 
Ivhich we hav^ above them: 1 fay, iri all 
thefe Cafes, let us confider how mtich wc 
condemn fuch ^tryujlice^ ^^hen We ftifFef by 
It'ooi: felves V how little Gainers We are hi 
it in the whole; fihce iehatevef low Ifit^i 
fetts we may fef ve, whatever tnfean Paflionj 
♦vtr may gratify by it^ (for mean and lot^ 
they certainly are ) in our cooleft Moments 
We conftantly judge them to j yfet it is fiird 
to deprive us of what is truly valuable, that 
teal Merit* which gives US a Value , both 
With ourfelves^ and with all the World* 

Happy^ 
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^ l^appy , jparticularly hafipy are thofp, 
who having wifely chofQ the contrary aivl 
t»etter Part:, W?kke.i( their great Endeavour, 
to the.utmoil. theit Situation a^Ws, to 4« 
Jujiice tp^U.Meix. Auji in this Audiencf;^ 

'lis natural fox ine to a4<i> i^Pfi^^ tPf ^^^ ^n? 
/i&^;^, whp (moving in a higher Sphcwf^. 
and being the Princip(il Minijiers of Publick 
yufiice-y the fhiniag IJght% the QrnfUBoits 
of their venerable Profeflioii, th^LaWy that 
gr.eat Bulwark pf Property, tljiat only truiq 
Sourcp of Liberty ^ Jl^i^ferty without which 
there is nothing, c^. make Life ^eligible,) 
employ thofe^xcfillfnt Talents whiph Gtd^ 
for that very End, has pntrufted them^ with| 
ijnrnaintaining.thc feaqe and.Orde? of^ 
qietyy fccuring Mjj^ in their juft: RJ^Us, 
protecting the Weak and Friendlefs, tefcu-? 
ing them from the proud Infults, the in- 
hujuan, and pficn cruel Wrongs of thf ir 
pppr^effor? j and:Cpoftquently entitling them^ 
felyes to the BJ^ffings of th? Widow, the 
I'atherlefs, or thpfe who through any un- 
happy Cirtumftaiu5ej5> are in the like, defti- 
tute Condition,. .. . . ■ Thefe, in a peculiar 
Manner , ar^ . the Pkafures of Humanity, 
\^c ^aiyiftt tie: ^fen^^ qf them, without 

4cny- 



2» -^n Afftze-Sermn. 

bi! Lord's mU, mdprepar-d not him/elf ,e ji 
^ccordmgly, Jhall be beaten ■with many Stripei 
It IS very probable thai his own unrighteiu^ 
Dealings may ev6n in this World (as the» 
often are) be return'd on his own Head. So 
he cannot but know, nay fo, very frequent- 
ly his guilty Conjiience alarms him to' fear 
that the ProvUaice of God may order it, 
but tho- he efcapes the Hands of Men, he 
win be fare ho. to efcape thofe of the &% 

Now to that Cod, even the ,„. Mniti 
and eternal Being, who is Sovereign over all- 
m whofe Prejence we continually are; anj 
to whofe »„ we all feel ourfelves aliii 
accountable ; who is rhe great Avenger of all 
Vnngbteoufnefi and Opprejjion; and finally, 
our onlyfure Refuge both in Life and Death: 
To Hm, and to Him only, be all poflible fo- 
jrence, Mcnration and Obedience, now an(i 
for ever. Amea. 
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